DIRECTION IN THE MATTER OF SECTION 31

OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (as amended)

WICKLOW COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2022-2028

“Development Plan” means the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022 — 2028

“Planning Authority” means Wicklow County Council

WHEREAS the powers and duties of the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage
under the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ("the Act"), other than the
power to prosecute an offence, have been delegated to the Minister of State at the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage pursuant to the Housing, Local

Government and Heritage (Delegation of Ministerial Functions) Order 2020 (S.l. 559 of 2020).

WHEREAS the Minister of State at the Department of the Housing, Local Government and
Heritage in exercise of the powers conferred on him by section 31 of the Act, and consequent
to a recommendation made to him by the Office of the Planning Regulator under section

31AM(8) of the Act hereby directs as follows:

(1) This Direction may be cited as the Planning and Development (Wicklow County

Development Plan 2022 - 2028) Direction 2022.

(2) The Planning Authority is hereby directed to take the following steps with regard to the

Development Plan:

(a) Reinstate the following settlement boundaries and zoning objectives to that of the

draft Plan:



(b)

(c)

(i) Amendment V1 - 11(a) (Kilpeddar — Willowgrove), i.e. the settlement boundary
reverts to the draft Plan.

(i) Amendment V1 — 13 (Johnstown) i.e. the settlement boundary reverts to the
draft Plan.

(iii) Amendment V2 —99 (Ashford) i.e. the settlement boundary reverts to the draft
Plan and the subject land reverts to unzoned from RN- New Residential.

(iv) Amendment V2 —103 (Carnew) i.e. the settlement boundary reverts to the draft
Plan and the subject land reverts to unzoned from RN- New Residential and OS1

Open Space.

Delete the following zoning objectives from the settlement zoning map for Aughrim:
(i) R2.5—New Residential (Low Density)
(i) AUG 4.

Delete both Objective CPO7.xx inserted under Amendment V1-31 and associated
Map 7.01:
To provide for a new nursing home/ residential care facility for the elderly at
location shown on Map 7.01

e  Kilmullen, Newcastle (c.2ha)

STATEMENT OF REASONS

Pursuant to section 31(1)(b), section 31(1)(ba)(i) and section 31(1)(c)

The Development Plan as made includes material amendments to the draft Plan, that
individually and cumulatively are not consistent with the Core Strategy, national and
regional planning policy, and the proper planning and sustainable development of the

area, including:

a) Land zoned for residential development in the Level 5 settlements of Ashford,
Carnew and Aughrim inconsistent with Core Strategy housing supply targets

and settlement hierarchy for Wicklow County in the adopted Plan
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b) Settlement boundary extensions and land zoned for residential development
(including for a nursing home/ residential care facility) located in peripheral
locations removed from the existing settlement, and in the absence of
infrastructure required for such development, inconsistent with the
requirements for compact growth in NPO 3c and RPO 3.2, the tiered approach
to zoning in NPO 72, the proportionate growth of rural towns in NPO 18(a),
and the sequential approach to development having regard to the policy and
objective of the Development Plans Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2022)

regarding the sequential approach (section 6.2.3).

c) Land zoned for a nursing home / residential care facility in a peripheral and
non-sequential location outside of any settlement boundary, and remote from
services and amenities, inconsistent with objective CPO 6.32 of the

Development Plan in relation to housing for the elderly.

d) Settlement boundary extensions and land zoned for development in locations
that would facilitate a pattern of car dependent development inconsistent
with objectives to promote sustainable settlement and transportation

strategies.

The development plan as made therefore fails to set out an overall strategy for the

proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

Pursuant to section 31(1)(a)(i)(ll) and section 31(1)(a)(ii)(ll)

The Development Plan has not been made in a manner consistent with and has failed
to implement the recommendations of the Office of the Planning Regulator under

Section 31 AM.



Pursuant to section 31(1)(b)
In light of the matters set out at | to Il above, the Minister is of the opinion that the
Development Plan fails to set out an overall strategy for the proper planning and

sustainable development of the area.

Pursuant to section 31(1)(c)
In light of the matters set out at | to lll, above, the Development Plan is not in

compliance with the requirements of the Act.

GIVEN under my hand,

Minister for Housing, Local Government

and Heritage

Day of Month, Year



